CHAPTER IV
THE BUILDING OF MODERN INDIA

As a result of the batde of Plassey the East India Company sud-
denly changed from a trading company to one widi political and
administrative responsibilities. The Company's servants %vcre ill-
suited for such work, and there followed a black period of misrule
in which they used their power to enrich themselves and to push
their own private interests. After a few years Clive was sent back
to India to stop this flagrant mismanagement, and he reported
that he was shocked by the 'scene of anarchy, confusion, bribery,
corruption and extortion*. He took severe measures and in doing
so naturally made many enemies. But public opinion in England
was roused, and Parliament appointed a committee to inquire into
the facts. Clive's own conduA, in having himself accepted over
a quarter of a million pounds from Mir Jaffir, whom he had put
on the throne of Bengal, was called in question. He protested
vigorously that such action was no more than the usual Indian
custom, and his defence was finally accepted, but the affair so
preyed on his mind that it is generally held to have hastened his
tragic death by his own hand at the age of forty-nine,

The most able of Clive's subordinates was Warren Hastings,
and with his appointment in 1773 as Governor-General of aH the
Company's territories the period of irresponsible misrule was
brought to an end. Warren Hastings devoted himself to building
up a system of government which should be just and fair to all,
founded on India's own laws and customs, and not forgetting the
wtHke of the peasants, whose interests were vary tiesir his heart
He stopped private trading by the Company's servants, and took
steps to prevent corruption and extortion.. He encouraged die
tody of Indian languages, and employed Indian scholars and
tomdbtxjn with Ac object of establisfaiBg a legal systm which
should be based on the recognition of both Hindu and Moham-